RAMAKRISHNA MISSION VIDYAMANDIRA

(Residential Autonomous College affiliated to University of Calcutta)
B.A./B.Sc. FIRST SEMESTER EXAMINATION, DECEMBER 2015

FIRST YEAR
Date : 14/12/2015 HISTORY (Honours)
Time : 1lam-3pm Paper : | Full Marks : 100
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English Version :
(Use a separate Answer book for each group)

Group-A

Answer any five questions of the following : (5% 6)
a)  Write a short account of the Harappan script.
b)  What was the economic significance of the great granary at Harappa?
¢)  What do you understand by Sabha and Samiti? What was its importance?
d)  Discuss the factors behind the rise of Magadha.
e)  Write a short note on the sixteen Mahajanapadas.
f)  Distinguish between Stupa and Vihara.
g) Do you think that the Arthasastra is a reliable account for the Mauryan period?
h)  Why did Asoka attack Kalinga?
Answer any one question of the following : (1 x 20)
a) Explicate the various theories concerning the Aryan problem and assess their

significance in Indian historiography.
b)  Critically discuss the socio-economic and religious background to the rise of protestant

religions in ancient India.
c¢) Do you think Asoka was responsible for the fall of the Mauryan Empire?

Group—-B

Answer any five questions of the following : (5% 6)
a)  Write a short note on the significance of Alberuni's Tahkik-i-Hind.
b)  How is agrahara central to the notion of Indian Feudalism?
c)  Write a short note on Kaivarta rebellion.
d)  Write a note on agrarian technological improvements in Early Medieval India.
e)  What is meant by Third Urbanization' in the context of Early Medieval India?
f)  Who were the Nayanars and Alvars of South India.
g)  Write a note on the different styles of Early Medieval Indian architecture.
h)  Why was the victory of Tarain a watershed in Indian history?
Answer any one question of the following : (1 x 20)
a)  Give a critical account of the causes and phases of the tripartite struggle among the

Palas, Gurjara-Pratiharas and Rashtrakutas. How did it affect the contemporary balance

of power? (15+5)
b)  Give an account of the local self-government under the Cholas. How does it reflect on

the nature of the Chola state? (14 + 6)
¢) Remark on the nature of the Indian Ocean trade during the Early Medieval Period with

special reference to the merchant communities and commodities of trade. (20)
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